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PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, STAINFORTH 

Finance Report April 2020 

INTRODUCTION and BACKGROUND 

Each year when this finance report is produced, we firstly thank God for everyone who has 
contributed in any way to the life of our parish in the past, including our different priests, religious 
sisters and many, many parishioners. 

We continue to be very blessed as we acknowledge and thank those many parishioners today 
who serve and contribute to our community in so many different ways; including the sick and 
housebound who hold us in prayer. We are richly blessed!  

Thanks to the generosity of so many parishioners over the years and very careful financial 
management, we managed to pay off our original debt in 2017. This was a significant achievement 
and enabled us to have the church dedicated followed by a wonderful celebration. All major 
financial decisions continue to be taken at our Parish in Council meetings to which all parishioners 
are welcome. Each year every penny donated and every penny spent is checked and accounted 
for to the diocese and made known to us all in the annual financial statement.  

Risks: Our expenditure rose significantly in January 2018 and our income has significantly fallen 
since then too. Should this situation continue we risk returning into a high level of debt and our 
parish mission will become vulnerable.  As a result of the current coronavirus crisis, our church 
and hall are closed; income is dramatically reduced while expenditure essentially remains 
constant. While our church and hall have been very well maintained and all health and safety 
procedures and checks appropriately conducted, finances will be required for on-going repairs and 
maintenance. 

In late 2018 our parish was chosen at random to be fully inspected by two independent auditors. 
They found everything in excellent order but made one recommendation that we should pay our 
hall cleaner/caretaker directly through bank transfer rather than cash. This we did early in 2019.  

2019 WAS A SIGNIFICANT YEAR IN FOUR KEY AREAS:  
 

1.  The continued decline in those regularly attending weekend Mass. 
  

2. The closure of the 250 Club after 39 amazing years! We thank all those who have had 
numbers and supported this amazing parish fundraiser. OVER £40,000 has been raised for 
parish funds to help us pay off our debt and continue our mission in Stainforth. While we 
want to thank everyone who has contributed and helped in any way, we offer massive 
thanks to Jim Gibson himself for running the club for 39 years! Jim also banked all the 
parish monies since 2018 when Doreen retired after many years’ service. Despite Jim’s 
declining health he managed to continue banking until the end of December 2019. Of 
course Jim’s ministry within the community wasn’t just about the 250 Club and finances. 
We acknowledge his ministry as a Reader, for decades of support at Parish Fayres, for his 
ministry as a member of the Knights of St Columba and so much, much more. Jim died on 
14th March. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

3. There has been a continued reduction in numbers attending Bingo during 2019. Decisions 
will need to be taken regarding its future reopening if and when the current social 
distancing rules change. 

    
4. This is also the last year that I will act as Financial Secretary for the parish. However, I will 

hopefully be able to remain in the background this year to offer any financial advice or 
guidance and as a signatory on the account. I have been blessed to be actively involved in 
lay ministry within the parish for over forty years. It is now time for me to step back.  

I am delighted that Carol Flanagan has generously taken on the role of Financial Secretary and 
that along with her, Yvonne Pearson and John Roe will also be signatories.  

With many, many thanks to everyone, and in friendship and prayer 

Frank  
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SOME FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2019: 

  

TOTAL PARISH INCOME FOR 2019:  £24,365.11  

(2018: £29,746.06; 2017: £28,442; 2016: £33,058.43) Please note the significant decline over recent years. 

This includes: 

Offertory collections    £18,746   (2018: £17,927) 

Donations     £496    (2018: £1,467)    

Mass intentions, weddings, funerals etc. £1,941    (2018: £1,375)    

250 Club and Bingo    £2,622   (2018: £5,811)    

Hall Hire     £112    (2018: £405)  

  

(During 2019, four more parishioners started to pay their offering directly through their bank. This 

resulted in £80 a month being paid; that’s £960 a year and with gift aid it totals £1,200. Please try 

to pay through your bank if at all possible. Thank you.)   

   

 

TOTAL PARISH EXPENDITURE FOR 2019: £23,935 (2018: £34,603; 2016: £31,168.26)  

Please note significant and planned decline in expenditure in 2019 

This includes: 

Property expenses including heating/lighting/repairs: £8,576   (2018: £12,059)    

Insurance       £1,413   (2018: £1,349)      

Altar and Liturgy costs     £1,131   (2018: £3,483)     

Clergy costs        £5,640   (2018: £5,245)     

Hall cleaning:        £2,068   (2018: £2,156)     

Bingo/Hall expenses      £335   (2018: £2,867)  

Diocesan loan repayments     £1,200 (we pay £100 a month) 

Hall repairs paid by the diocese in Jan 2019 £1,274 (we didn’t have the funds to pay 

out of our own account)  

  

 

FINANCES AT THE END OF 2019: 

 On 31st December 2019 we had £1,532.19 in cash in our HSBC parish account and we 

owed £3,999.64 to the diocese 

FINANCES NOW: 

 On 15th April 2020 we had £2,085 in our HSBC current account and our balance with 

the diocese was (£3,699.64) i.e. we are in debt to the diocese to the tune of £3,699.64 
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FINANCES IN THE CURRENT CRISIS AND IN THE FUTURE: 

1. If at all possible, please try to pay your offering directly into the parish bank 

account. Details below. 

 

2. If you pay tax, please arrange with Carol to complete a Gift Aid Declaration Form. 

This means that for every £1 you donate to the parish, we can claim an extra 25p 

from HMRC. Last year in 2019, we received £2,668.31. All the information is kept 

strictly confidential and no one will ever know how much tax you pay or what your 

salary or pension is or how much you have in any savings. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Parish Account: HSBC Sort Code: 40-41-07 Acc. No: 51094734 

Diocese of Hallam, Registered Charity; Our Lady of the Assumption, Stainforth 

(Signatories: currently any two of three – Carol Flanagan; Yvonne Pearson  

Frank McDermott and shortly John Roe) 

All major financial decisions are taken at meetings of the Parish-in-Council to which all parishioners are most 

warmly welcome. 

Parish Phone No: 0771 4793120 

 

While our church is situated in Stainforth,  parish also covers the villages of Fishlake, Sykehouse, Dunscroft, 

Dunsville, Hatfield, Hatfield Woodhouse and Lindholme and is closely linked with our sister parish of St 

Joseph & St Nicholas in Moorends. Parishioners are all those who live in these villages AND all those who 

worship with us, irrespective of where they live. Parish Priest: Fr Santosh Vazhappally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our prayer for each other and all the parishioners of Our Lady’s: 

Creator God we thank you for each one of us and for every member of our parish community, past 

and present … 

Each of us unique, each of us gifted, each of us our own lives to lead but each of us called to wash 

each other’s feet 

Not one of us more important than any other; not one of us any less worth 

We ask you to be with us as we try to live our mission to know and love God and to proclaim the 

Good News of Jesus Christ through the example of a Eucharistic Community of love and service. 
  

 … Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be world without end. Amen 

 

 


