
Please remember in your prayers all the sick and housebound of the Parish especially:  Maria Renton, Ronnie 
Nielson Jnr, Mary Daly, Robert Bailey, Louis Courtney, Jenny Watson, Margaret Carlin, Tony and Theresa Goulden, Jim 
Nunez, Celia Monro, Billy Mournian, Louise Bradley, Carol Pitman, Eileen Mason, Ernesto Robertson,  Margaret Howe, 
Joanne Robertshaw, Mary Golightly, Eileen Garfield, Keith Watson, Maureen Whitefield and John Courtney.  
Please also pray for those who care for the sick and those who grieve.   
   
Please remember all those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Frederick Reay, Winifreda Hunter, John 
William Ferguson (22nd Mar), Doreen Strezelac, Emma Johnson, Elizabeth Vance (24th Mar), Joseph Pye, Margaret 
Howard (25th Mar), Michael Cook, Ester Young. Mary McKee (26th Mar), Dennis Harrison (27th Mar), Ann Fenton (28th 
Mar) May they rest in peace. 

DAY March COMMEMORATION MOORENDS OPEN STAINFORTH OPEN INTENTIONS 

Sat 21st Lenten Weekday  
 
4th Sunday of Lent - Laetare 

10am to 11am    

Sun 22nd 10am to 12 Noon 10am to 11.30am Dick Penny 

Mon 23rd St Turibius de Mogrovejo  10am to 11am    

Tue 24th Lenten Weekday  10am to 11am   

Wed 25th The Annunciation of the Lord  10am to 11am 10am to 11am   

Thu 26th Lenten Weekday  10am to 11am   

Fri 27th Lenten Weekday  10am to 11am   

Sat 28th Lenten Weekday  
 
5th Sunday of Lent  

10am to 11am    

Sun 29th 10am to 12 Noon 10am to 11,30am Patrick Bywater 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, EAST LANE, STAINFORTH DN7 5EZ 

    Our Parish Tel: 07714 793120   Parish email: churchstainforth@gmail.com  Tel: Fr Santosh 01405 812248 
Please pass on any Mass Intentions to John on 842962 - or at Mass on Saturday Evenings  

PARISH NEWSLETTER:   22nd & 23rd March 2020 - 4th Sunday of Lent (Cycle A) Laetare Sunday 

Gospel Reflections 
 

Some people imagine that the Gospels simply relate historical events which have little bearing on the present 
day. This applies especially to those who imagine they understand fully how God operates, people who devise 
a theological system and feel that everything is now worked out: Jesus’ criticism of the religious authorities of 
his day cannot possibly apply to those of our own. But the Bible warns us that this is a dangerous way of think-
ing. The book of Job is the classic critique of conventional theological wisdom.  

The Gospel passage today is a masterpiece, comical in places, of the (formally) uneducated person who de-
feats the theologically qualified simply by pointing out the flaws in their argument. The most telling comment 
about the religious authorities in the story (and sometimes in our own day) is that they simply will not listen to 
the story of other people whose experience does not fit with their well-workedout abstract theories. They ac-
cuse the healed man – and, implicitly, his parents – of being in bad faith, instead of thinking, maybe we should 
look at this again.  

It is by not accepting the easy answers but by remaining true to himself and his experience that the person in 
the story, who represents anyone in a similar position, comes to true belief in Jesus. Unless we examine what 
we believe, we will not grow in our faith and understanding of Jesus and our relationship with him. This is not 
to doubt the truth: it is saying that the way we understand it has to change as we do. Pope St John XXIII fa-
mously said that the deposit of faith is one thing: the way it is presented is another. Yesterday’s answers may 
not be sufficient for today’s questions. 

The healing by Jesus leads to the person coming to faith in him by clinging to his own experience in the face of 
challenges from the highly educated religious authorities. All that the man in question knows is that Jesus has 
cured him, and so cannot be a sinner, whether he has acted on the sabbath or not. By remaining true to his 
convictions, his appreciation of Jesus deepens, from being the man called Jesus, to a prophet and, finally, 
Lord, and worshipping him. The leaders remain true to their convictions, but these lead them deeper into unbe-
lief. Their initial efforts to disprove the healing fail, so they argue from theology: because Jesus does not keep 
the sabbath, he cannot be from God. They cannot match the arguments of their irrepressible opponent so end 
up resorting to insult and excommunication. 

It is by remaining faithful to his own experience and rejecting seemingly logical arguments from the religious 
authorities that the former blind man finds himself in the presence of Jesus and makes his act of faith. This is 
the culmination of a gradual process in understanding, and an example of how a person can come to faith in 
Jesus.  



 

 

PARISH  NOTICES 

 

A LETTER SIGNED THIS WEEK by the the President of the Bishops' Conference, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, and the Vice-
President, Archbishop Malcolm McMahon, states “It’s very clear that, following official advice and in order to keep each other 
safe, save lives and support the NHS, at this time we must not gather for public acts of worship in our churches. This will 
begin from Friday evening, 20 March 2020, until further notice."  The letter also emphasises that Catholics in England and 
Wales are dispensed under Church law from the Sunday obligation to attend a Mass.  Churches will remain open where 
possible. 

“Although we won’t be gathering for public acts of worship, our churches will remain open. They are not closing. They will be 
a focal point of prayer, where you will find solace and strength.”  Our church plus St Josephs in Moorends will be open on 
Wednesdays and Sundays for private devotions and it is essential that hygiene and distancing rules are strictly observed.  

DAILY MASS will be streamed from St Maries in Sheffield  at 8am on Weekdays and Saturdays and 11am on Sundays 
while the COVID-19 crisis lasts.   Go to https://stmariecathedral.org/mass-and-services/mass-livestream/  

We will also provide the weekly Mass Readings to all those on our E-Bulletin list.  If you know of anyone who would like to 
receive our email notices then please ask them to email jm02roe@hotmail.com and they will be added.  

PLEASE HOLD IN PRAYER Jim Gibson who died last Saturday night, 14th March.  Jim passed away 
peacefully at St John's Hospice with his wife Sally and daughters Laura and Fiona at his side. His grand-
children Matthew, Tommy and Lily will miss him deeply. Jim was much loved by all who knew him. Please  
remember Jim and all his family in your prayers . 

Many parishioners will remember Jim as teacher and Deputy Head at Holy Family Primary School and then 
as Headteacher at St Mary's in Edlington for twenty years. In our parish he was a founder member of the 
Knights of St Columba and a Foundation Governor at Holy Family and McAuley.  Jim was a weekly bingo 
caller and ran the parish 250 Club for over 39 years. It raised over £39,000! His ministry in our community 
was extensive in so many ways and we thank him for it. We will also miss his wonderful voice when proclaim-
ing the Word, the warmth of his personality and his compassion. 

Due to current circumstances, a private burial will be held in Askern. The family intend to celebrate Jim's life 
at a Memorial Mass and Reception to be held next year. Donations in Jim's memory may be made to Macmil-
lan Cancer Support. 

TODAY IS LAETARE SUNDAY - better known as MOTHERS DAY. After Mass, we normally distribute flowers for children 
to present to their Mothers.  We will make up next year with bigger bunches of bigger, brighter, daffodils. 

CATENIANS DONATION TO RAINBOWS  The Catenian Association Brothers were proud  to present a donation of £207 
to the Rainbows Bereavement Trust being the proceeds from the  raffle at the Provincial Ball. Many thanks to the Brothers for  
their generous support. 

HALLAM NEWS  you can now read Hallam News on line by visiting: www.hallamnews.com 

CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day  -  Many thanks on behalf of CAFOD for returning your envelope.   

THE KALEIDOSCOPE EVENT designed to showcase our Hall, was cancelled at short notice. Hopefully we 
will re-schedule it for later in the year. 

STAINFORTH GALA - We have been asked to provide a stall for the Stainforth Gala on the 9th August.  Lets 
hope the event will be able to go ahead as scheduled. 

FOOD BANK - There is a container in the porch for any loose change you may have to help purchase food  
for those who are struggling. Donations really do matter and 20 families were helped this week. Many thanks 
for your generosity.   

PARISH SAFEGUARDING: Contact is Carol Flanagan. Many thanks Carol. A very important ministry.       

BULLETIN:   This week –  John.   If you or family / friends would like to receive this weekly bulletin by email 
then please write the email addresses clearly and give them to John.  Items for next week’s bulletin please 
call Rose on 01302  44605 or John on 01302 842962 and leave a voice message. 
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