


A FOREWORD FROM THE BISHOP

It is my pleasure to write a foreword for this Golden Jubilee Brochure.

The booklet gives an account of the history, not just of the church, but
of the parish of St. Joseph and S1. Nicholas, Moorends. These pages tell
an impressive story which I know will interest many.

When the history of our own generation comes to be written it will be
seen that a new phase in the life of the Catholic community in Moorends
has recently begun. After many years service by the Premonstratensian
Order the parish was transferred to the Diocese in 1987 and so a new
history is in the making.

It is my hope and prayer that the Golden Jubilee, which this booklet
commemorates, will not only help us look back to the greatness of the
past but to look forward to the glories God has in store for the future.

May the Moorends Golden Jubilee be a time of rejoicing and gladness.

t Gerald

Bishop of Hallam



ON THE OCCASION OF
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF

THE OPENING OF THE CHURCH OF
ST. JOSEPH AND ST. NICHOLAS,

MOORENDS
The story of the Catholic Church in Moorends is still unfolding, and our
contribution to the life of the parish today is part of it. This little booklet
sets out to mark the occasion of the Golden Jubilee by recording, albeit
sketchily, some of the story from the parish's earliest beginnings to the
present day, and on the way attempts to document the continuous changes
and developments in our understanding and relationship with God and
our fellow men.

The parish's earliest history predates the opening of the present church
by many years, and so it was considered appropriate to begin by including
Fr. W. M. Smith's history of these early days almost exactly as he wrote
it, but with additional reference to the baptismal registers which we have
interpolated by way of illustration.
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The History of the Parish of Thorne-Moorends by
the Very Rev. William Matthew Smith C.R.~

The town of Thorne is situated on the South East side of the County
of York, adjoining the North West corner of Lincolnshire, and is in the
Diocese of Leeds.

In this adjoining part of the County of Lincoln is situated the parish
of St. Norbert, Crowle, founded in 1871 and in the possession of the
premonstratensian Order.

Thorne originally belonged to the parish of St. Peter in Chains, Doncaster.
In the year 1890 the Rev. Charles Burke, Parish Priest of St. Peter's,
Doncaster asked the Very Rev. W. Matthew Smith, C.R.P., of St. Norbert's,
Crowle, with the consent of Dr. Gordon, Bishop of Leeds, to take charge
of the few catholics residing in Thorne and Stainforth. One reason for
the request was that these towns were nearer to Crowle than to Doncaster
and easier to access; the other, of more importance, that Crowle was of
the "Union" of Thorne and parishioners of St. Norbert's who needed
the advantages of the "Rest Home" of the "Union" were obliged to go
to Thorne, whereas Doncaster had a "Rest Home" of its own to which
needy parishioners resorted. The request was complied with.

In the year 1896 a large stretch of Moorland lying between Thorne and
Goole was acquired by a Dutch firm. ·A number of Dutch labourers and
their families were imported for the purpose of raising peat moss and
converting it into litter for stable and other purposes.

The houses occupied by these Dutch immigrants were situated at
Moorends on the Goole Road about two miles North of Thorne and
known as Peat Moss Terrace. The majority of them were catholics and
as the Catholic Churches nearest to Moorends were Carlton, Goole and
Crowle, they resorted to one or other of the three, for the distance varied
little. The attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation
of those who possessed bicycles was regular and gave edification.

The late Mr. Francis Smits and two companions approached the Fathers
of Crowle and made an earnest request that arrangement be made for
the celebration of Mass either at Thorne or Moorends. The request was
favourably received and shortly afterwards the Rev. A. Firth, C.R.P.
celebrated Mass in the Town Hall, Thorne. This could not be continued
just then owing to the priests at Crowle having engaged themselves to
supply for priests in various parishes.
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Knowing the circumstances Father Offerman of Carlton offered his
services to the Bishop; they were accepted. A suitable room in Peat Moss
Terrace was available and Father Offerman on Sundays and Holydays
of Obligation said his first Mass at Moorends and the second at Carlton.
In course of time this proved to be too heavy an undertaking; Father
Offerman became seriously ill and returned to his own country, Germany.

His successor at Carlton was not wishful to undertake the charge of
Thorne-Moorends so an appeal was again made to the Fathers at Crowle.
The Very Rev. Fr. Smith, C.R.P. interviewed the Bishop and stated the
care of the new parish would be undertaken provided it were given to
the Order permanently. To this the Bishop agreed. Father Smith pointed
out that Crowle, Moorends and Stainforth were in the Union of Thorne,
consequently the most convenient boundary for the new parish would
be the existing boundary of the Union of Thorne. To this His Lordship
agreed providing Dean Leonard of Doncaster did not object. Ultimately
Dean Leonard raised no objection so the boundary of the Union of Thorne
was declared to be the boundary of the new Parish.

The Right Rev. Dr. Heylen, Abbot of Tongerloo approved of the new
Mission being undertaken and wished that St. Joseph be the patron.

In the town of Thome a very worthy catholic, Mrs. Dunstan resided, whose
husband a non-catholic, was a member of the West Riding County
Council. She prevailed upon him to use his influence in an endeavour
to obtain the use of Moorends County School on Sunday mornings for
the celebration of Mass. He succeeded. The care of Moorends was
undertaken by Father Ceslas Vermeulen, C.R.P. who celebrated Mass in
the school house for the first time in the year 1906.Catechetical instruction
was given to the children after Mass and on one day during the week
in the house of a parishoner. Father Vermeulen continued this apostolic
work until his place was taken by the Rev. Thomas Cuthbert Ryan, C.R.P.
in the year 1908. The day he entered upon his duties was June 14th, the
feast of the Most Holy Trinity. He continued this good but laborious
work until the Autumn of 1909 when he and Father Vermeulen exchanged
places.

Evidence from the registers
The earliest extant registers for the parish date from this time and the
first baptism (28th June 1908) was recorded by Father Ryan himself, who
continued to minister until July 1911, two years later than Fr. Smith's
account indicates. Not surprisingly, the majority of those baptised were
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Dutch children, right up to 1916, with an occasional Irish name appearing
in the register. The first baptism of a non-Dutch person recorded was
that of Margaret Helen Higgins in 1908.

During subsequent years, when the parish was ministered to by Fr. Smith
and Fr. Vermeulen, the number of Dutch names in the registers diminished
and, by 1921, when Fr. McGarity came to the parish, they had petered
out altogether.

Fr. Smith continues the story
The situation was precarious as the use of Moorends school depended
on the goodwill of Wakefield Education Committee. Without further delay
Father Vermeulen began to collect funds for the building of a church.
As soon as the undertaking was sufficiently advanced, Father Vermeulen
made a request to the Thorne Colliery Company, Pease and Partners,
for land on which to erect a church. The company agreed to lease,
renewable at will, a sufficiently large plot of land on a five year lease
at the nominal rental of 5/- a year.

By the year 1912 the fund was sufficient to enable a corrugated iron
building to be erected and provided with the necessary furniture for the
church and sacristy (The Chapel was erected in what is now Vermuyden
Road). Everything was so completed as to enable the church to be opened
on the 30th June 1912.

At the request of Father Vermeulen, the church was blessed and Mass
celebrated by the Very Rev. Fr. Smith, C.R.P. In his address to the
congregation he expressed the praise and gratitude due to Father
Vermeulen for his zeal and energy in providing such an admirably finished
church.

Some little time later the war of 1914 broke out. Father Vermeulen was
recalled to his native country, Belgium, to render military service. He was
appointed infirmarian in a French Military Hospital and this post he
retained until the end of the war. In the meantime, the care of Moorends
was taken over principally by the Very Rev. Father Smith, C.R.P.

After the war which ended in November 1918 Father Vermeulen returned
to Crowle and resumed charge at Moorends. He soon realised that what
he had gone through in the war hospital had unfitted him for parish work.
He was released of the charge of Moorends and secured at Gillingham
Hall, Norfolk, the position of private chaplain. He was replaced at
Moorends by Rev. Father V. G. McGarrity. C.R.P.
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As the size of the colliery village increased, a system of sewage became
necessary, and the most suitable spot for placement of the works was
considered to be that on which the chapel stood. Accordingly the Colliery
Company notified that the five year lease had come to an end and under
the circumstances the lease could not be renewed. Fathers Smith and
McGarity interviewed the Managers and made a request for land in the
village to which the Chapel might be transferred. The Managers
communicated the request to the Directors who replied they were willing
to allocate land, provided that a permanent building were erected. This
was not possible nor was there any prospect of a permanent building being
erected within a short time. Such being the case, the Directors, according
to the rule they had established, were reluctantly unable to accede to the
request.

For various reasons Father McGarity found travelling on a motor cycle
to and from Moorends unsatisfactory. This was represented to the Abbot
of Tongerloo who consented to his taking up residence in Moorends. He
moved from Crowle to a house in Dunelm Crescent, Moorends in June 1927.

On land adjoining that to which the Chapel had been removed was a
newly built bungalow. The owners had retired from business, but finding
life too quiet without some definite occupation, were anxious to return
to it.

The suggestion of the purchase of the bungalow was made to Fathers
Smith and McGarity who aided by the advice of Mr. V. S. Booth, solicitor,
of Crowle purchased the bungalow at cost price and eventually bought
the whole field on which it stood as it was considered to be a suitable
site for a new church. Shortly after the owners vacated the bungalow,
Father McGarity took up residence in it.

Hitherto no documentary evidence existed to prove that Thorne cum
Stainforth was a parish in the Diocese of Leeds belonging to the
Premonstratensian Order. A request to Bishop Cowgill that this should
be given, brought about that a document drawn up by the Bishop and
Chapter of the Diocese, to the effect that the parish belonged to the Order,
was, by the good services of the Right Rev. Hubert Noots, C.R.P., Abbot
of Floreffe, now General of the Order, ratified in Rome by the Holy See.

This concludes Father Smith's account.
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The Present Church
Father McGarity was succeeded by Father Dolan, who began work on
the church in 1938. It was opened by the Bishop of Leeds in 1939 to the
delight of all the parishioners. Father Dolan died in 1944 and is the first
priest from the parish to be buried in the cemetery at Thorne. Father
Dodds came in 1944, and during his time the old church began to be
used as a dance hall, better known locally as "the sweat box!" Father
Dodds remained until 1957. His successor was Father Neill, who built
the present presbytery in 1959.

Foundation Stone Laid by the Bishop of Leeds September 5th, 1938

7



Flnt MISS in the Church
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Fr. Dolan C.R.~

Stained Glass
The five stained glass windows in what was the church's baptistry were
installed during Father Zyerveld's time, and are the work of Miss Elfa
Courtoit, born in Antwerp, Belgium, who donated them to the Church.
They depict the rock of Moses, Noah's Ark, Christ dying on the Cross,
the Passage through the Red Sea and the Baptism of Christ.

Building a church is not a once-for-all-time venture, and buildings and
furnishings must be adapted to the worshipping needs of the congregation.
Recent roof repairs, the refurnishing and redecoration of the church this
year, together with the proposed plans for building a new porch bear
testimony to this continuous process.

Fundraising · the Bingo
The maintenance of the fabric of the church and the schools which serve
our parish's children could not be undertaken without a regular source
of revenue. No parish history would be complete, therefore, without
mentioning the role that the bingo has played in supplying much of that
revenue. Bingo is played in St. Joseph's Hall on Marshland Road. Until
1952 the hall was the old Empire Cinema and was acquired by Father
Neill for the parish after the fire. The parish and the schools owe a debt
of gratitude to all those, past and present, who have regularly and
consistently given freely of their time to run it, and to those who have
supported it.

The Parish returns to the Diocese of Hallam
In February 1987 the full ownership and pastoral care of the parish of
Moorends was transferred to the diocese. As an interim measure a supply
priest was appointed from February until August when the Bishop
appointed Fr. Joseph Quigley as Parish Priest. Fr. Quigley is the first parish
priest appointed from the Diocese and was installed as parish priest in
October 1987 by the Bishop.
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Members of the Guild of The Blessed Sacrament

THE CHURCH IN MOORENDS·
Living, Changing, Worshipping

One indicator of the health and vitality of a Christian community is the
extent to which its members see themselves as members of the Body of
Christ, coming together for the honour and glory of God, meeting each
others needs and those of the community in His name. The early life
of the parish has many examples of flourishing sodalities. There was the
Guild of the Blessed Sacrament and the Knights of St. Columba (Council
No. 181), a list of whose officers is still in our possession, dating back
to 1928. We also have records of some Legion of Mary activities in the
early 1930's. We know from parishioners that the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul has always done and continues to do sterling work in the parish.

But the Church, the body of Christ, like any other body, is organic,
growing and adapting to the changing circumstances, constantly being
renewed. Since the Second Vatican Council, the laity have been urged
to take a responsible role in the church, to become active in the Church's
mission; this involvement is reflected in the active part they are required
to take in the liturgy.
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Recent parish developments, too, mirror some of these desirable
developments in the Church at large. The Ladies Group, and the Mothers
and Toddlers Group are examples of a new kind of sodality in the Church,
growing organically out of the immediate needs of individuals, but also
looking outwards to the whole body, beyond the groups and beyond the
parish. The formation of a "Life" group is another indicator that the
concern of Christians must embrace issues of world-wide importance,
speaking out wherever there is evil or injustice to be combatted.

Ecumenism is also high on our list of priorities. Our own parish is well
represented by lay people on the Thome and District Council of Churc~es,
working to co-ordinate the efforts of the local churches towards united
Christian action. It has also been our joy in recent months to share many
prayerful occasions with our Anglican neighbours at St. Wilfrith's.

Spreading the Good News about Jesus Christ is a.task in.which we must
all playa part; it is not just the work of the ordained pnest, Lay people
gifted with good powers of communication are encour~ge~ to use ~h~se

gifts as parish catechists; wecurrently have two of o~r pans~one~t~g
for this task. But most of us have experienced a Journey In faith which
is well worth sharing with others and that is just what Christ wants us
to do. Thus, our recently established regular talks are not just open for
non-catholics but for anyone who wishes to share in them. We all have
much to learn from each other.

CathoDe Education · past and present
Religious instruction and Catholic schools have always been ~o~sidered

most important features of parish life. Ways and means of providing these
have to be found, but the challenge of achieving their provision has been
met with characteristic determination in the parish of St. Joseph's
Moorends.

For example, one reads in the Church Notices for Low Sunday 1953:
"Beginning next Thesday, all school children of 7 years of age or over
must assemble in our church at ten minutes to nine every schoolday
morning for catechism and religious instruction, after which they must
be back in school before 9.30 a.m" Instructions were given in Moorends
by Mary Harker and in Thorne by Mary Mangan.

Even though to date there is no Catholic School within the parish .of
Moorends-Thorne, it has always been linked throughout the years WIth
Stainforth for primary education and Cantley and Carlton for secondary
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education. The parish has demonstrated its commitment to its Schools
and to Catholic Education in general by the unstinting way in which it
has supported them financially.

A few facts taken at random amply demonstrate this commitment. One
of the Sisters of the Company of Mary, who established the convent school
in Stainforth writes,
"The Parish Priest, Rev. T. O. Kelly, C.R.P., ... has provided the convent,
and now it was the parish priest of Moorends, Rev. J. C. Neill ... who
set about having two beautiful and spacious classrooms built in the convent
garden:'

In May 1962, Fr. Dodds, C.R.P., parish priest of Moorends was informed
that the estimated cost of Holy Family School, Stainforth was £65,879
and that half of this would be debited to Moorends parish. In 1963-64
Moorends contributed its share (8.5070) along with other schools in the
Doncaster deanery to the cost of extensions to the school at Cantley. By
October 1968,Fr. Zyerveld, C.R.P. was informed by the Diocesan Financial
Secretary that the debt for Moorends which comprised one half of the
cost of the School in Stainforth, one sixth of the cost of Holy Family,
Carlton and a small payment for the use of the school at Cantley, totalled
£42,533.00. Before his death in 1981, all of this debt had been cleared.

The support given to our school by priests and parishioners past and
present is indeed a great tribute to them. And this support continues.
The fact that there are 121 pupils from the parish currently attending Holy
Family School, Stainforth is a further tribute to our caring parents and
parishioners who obviously treasure their Catholic Faith so much that
they wish to hand it on to the children.

LITURGY AND WORSHIP
"Let the loud and harmonious song of our people rise to heaven by their
melodious voice, that they are indeed one heart and one soul, as befits
those who are brethren and children of the same Father:'

(Papal Encyclical - Mediator Dei)

The crowning glory in the church at Moorends should surely be its liturgy.
The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy describes it as "the summit toward
which the activity of the Church is directed; . . . the foundation from
which all her power flows:'

The living faith of the parish is expressed by our wholehearted
participation in its worship. The whole purpose of the Church is realised
when Holy Mass is celebrated regularly. The church rings out to the sound
of hymns, psalms, acclamations and prayers of all the people, voices raised
in unison proclaiming the Glory of God and the Holiness of God. Such
involvement by all the people is indeed reason for optimism, and leads
us to pray in thanksgiving: Thanks be to God - the faith of our forebears
is living still.

Fr. Zyeneld, c.R.~
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A walk down
memory Lane .....
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SOME OF THE PRIESTS
WHO SERVED AT MOORENDS

Father McGarity C.R.P.

Father Dolan C.R.P.

Father Dodds C.R.P.

Father Neill C.R.P.

Father Dodds C.R.P.

Father Joye C.R.P.

Father Zyerveld C.R.P.

Father Smyth C.R.P.

Father Quigley
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1921-1938

1938-1944

1944-1957

1957-1959

1960-1965

1965-1968

1968-1981

1982-1987

1987
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